SAFETY BAY
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

ATTENDANCE
MATTERS
ATTEND SCHOOL ALL DAY, EVERY DAY!

Make every day count!

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO COME TO SCHOOL?

Going to school every day is vitally important so your child does not miss
out on important ideas, concepts, knowledge and skills for future
learning. At Safety Bay Senior High School, we want your child to do their
very best. To get the best education, they need to go to school every day.
By working together, our school community can support your child's
attendance.
Going to school every day helps children learn the important life skill
of 'showing up'-at school, at work, to sport and other commitments.
Research from the Western Australian Telethon Kids Institute shows
that every day at school counts towards a student's learning.
Students who attend regularly, generally do better at school and
in life.

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?

Act early. It is important to understand and work on the underlying
reasons why your child is not going to school.
On average, teenagers need eight to nine hours sleep a night to be
healthy and alert. Maintaining a daily routine helps. This may include
monitoring internet, mobile phone and television use at night to
ensure sleep is not disturbed.
Try to not to make appointments or take holidays during school time.
This can make it difficult to catch up on missed school-work and
cause anxiety about attending school.
Don't let your child stay home unless they are genuinely sick.
Don't let your child stay home to finish an assignment that is due.
Make attendance the number one priority.
Teach them that attending to commitments is important.

DO YOU NEED TO LET THE SCHOOL KNOW IF YOUR CHILD WILL
BE AWAY?
Yes, you need to us know the reason why your child is going to
be or has been absent from school as soon as possible.
You may also be required to provide a medical certificate.
Don't feel the need to 'cover up' the reason for their absence.
Be honest so we can work with you and your child to improve
their attendance.
Having information about why your child is missing school helps us
plan for their return, and to work out whether we can provide any
further help to you.
Have clear expectations about after school jobs. Make sure work does
not impact on their ability to get to school each day or interfere with
study.
Encourage extracurricular activities such as sport and creative
activities, as it can help your teenager develop positive relationships
and experience success, helping them feel more motivated.
Monitor your child's attendance and learning at school. Periodically
check in with their Year Coordinator to find out how things are going.
Avoid taking over the impression you are solving their problems for
them. Improving attendance requires the school, the parent and
student to work together.
If your child delays getting ready for school so they are late, encourage
them to still go to school.
Ask school staff for help if you are struggling to get your child to
school.

WHEN IS IT OK NOT TO GO TO SCHOOL?

An OK reason could include:
your child is unable to attend because they are sick
attending cultural or religious observances such as sorry time and
funerals
an unavoidable medical appointment
an unavoidable natural event such as flood waters or a cyclone
The Principal decides if the reason given for your child's absence is
acceptable, which may include requiring a medical certificate.

IT'S NOT OK TO MISS SCHOOL IF YOUR CHILD:

is celebrating a birthday
is going on a family holiday
is visiting family and friends
has slept in or had a big weekend
is looking after other children
has sport or other recreational activities that have not been approved
by the school
has an appointment such as haircuts or minor checkups

If possible, routine medical and other health appointments should
be made either before/after school, or during the school holidays.

WILL YOUR CHILD BE AWAY?

Let Student Services know as soon as possible:
SMS: 0407 472 038
PHONE: Call 9528 9200 & select option 1
AFTER HOURS: Call 9528 9218 and leave a message
EMAIL: safetybay.shs.attendance@education.wa.edu.au
WEB: safetybay.wa.edu.au/contact

